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SUBJECT: SA EDITORIAL ON HELMS AMENDMENT 

DEPARTMENT MAY BE INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING EDITORIAL WHICH 
APPEARED ON JULY 24 IN THE PRETORIA NEWS, A LIBERAL ARGUS 
GROUP DAILY: 

BEGIN TEXT: US AT THE HELMS 


THE RHODESIAN ECONOMY, SO LONG UNDER SIEGE, WOULD BE 
TREMENDOUSLY BOOSTED IF SENATOR JESSE HELMS SUCCEEDS THIS WEEK 
IN PERSUADING THE UNITED STATES SENATE TO LIFT TRADE SANCTIONS 
AGAINST THE COUNTRY UNTIL THE END OF THE YEAR. THE 
QUESTION. HOWEVER, IS REALLY WHETHER SUCH A MOVE WOULD HELP 
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RHODESIA AS MUCH IN THE LONGER TERM AS IT WOULD IMMEDIATELY. 

FROM THE NARROW DEFEAT OF HELMS PREVIOUS ATTEMPT 
A FEW WEEKS AGO, IT IS CLEAR THAT AMERICAN SOCIETY IS 
BEGINNING TO MOVE INTO GREATER SYMPATHY WITH RHODESIA'S 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT, OR IS POSSIBLY SHOWING GROWING ABHORRENCE 
OF PATRIOTIC FRONT GUERRILLA ATROCITIES. 
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TO LIFT SANCTIONS NOW WOULD BE A GESTURE OF AMERICAN 
TRUST THAT THE RHODESIAN INTERIM GOVERNMENT WILL CARRY 
THROUGH THE PROGRAMME OF TRANSFERRING POWER TO BLACK MAJORITY 
RULE WITHOUT ANY HITCHES, BUT UNFORTUNATELY IT WOULD NOT STOP 
THE WAR. IT COULD WELL MAKE THE CONFRONTATION TOUGHER, 

GIVING THE VIOLENT STRUGGLE FOR POWER ANOTHER 
HORRIFIC BOOST. 

FOR THE UNITED STATES TO LIFT SANCTION NOW WOULD BE 
TO THUMB ITS NOSE AT THE UNITED NATIONS, THE ORGANIZATION 
OF AFRICAN UNITY AND THE FRONT-LINE STATES IN A WAY WHICH 
COULD DESTROY WESTERN BONA FIDES AS AN HONEST BROKER 
BETWEEN THE WARRING PARTIES. THE DILEMMA FACING THE US. 

SENATE THIS WEEK IS WHETHER TO RECOGNISE RHODESIA’S INTERNAL 
PROGRESS BY DROPPING SANCTIONS, OR TO USE THAT PROGRESS 
AS AN ARGUMENT TO PERSUADE THE OAU AND FRONT-LINE STATES 
TO SHIFT THEIR GROUND AND PUT REAL PRESSURE ON THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT TO TALK RATHER THAN SHOOT. END TEXT. 

EDMONDSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AMENDMENTS, SANCTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PRETOR04214 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780303-0530 
Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780727/aaaaawrn.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 632ff96d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1907254 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SA EDITORIAL ON HELMS AMENDMENT DEPARTMENT MAY BE INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING EDITORIAL WHICH APPEARED 

ON JULY 24 IN THE PRETORIA NEWS, A LIBERA 

TAGS: PDEV, PEPR, RH, US 

To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/632ff96d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



